
America is Strong When
Local Economies Are Strong 

ABOUT NLC MEMBERSHIP   
The National League of Cities represents communities of all sizes - from small, rural communities and 

towns to the largest cities and metropolitan suburbs.     

19,000+ cities in the USA

82 250,001 to 1 Million

408 75,001 to 250,001

1,081 25,001 to 75,001

1,598 10,001 to 25,001

7,034 1,001 to 10,001

9,272 Under 1,000

9 Over 1 Million

Cities have an 
outsized economic 
impact per square 
mile comprising 
only 4% of U.S. 
land area.

Cities are economic hubs 
housing 76% of jobs 
in the country

208,758,184 of the 331,449,281 
people living in the United 
States live in cities. That’s 63%

Cities spent over $40.5 
billion on the construction, 
operation, and maintenance 
of highways, streets, and 
related structures in 2022. 

Cities spent over $100 
billion on water and 
sewerage in 2022.

Cities, towns and villages drive the economy of the nation.
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NLC Members Cities, 
towns, and villages 

2,777

Member State
Municipal Leagues

49

State Municipal
League Member 
Cities, Towns, and
Villages 18,000+

Large Cities (200k+) 99

Mid-size Cities (50-200k) 329

Small Cities and Towns (20-50k) 366

Micro Cities (under 20k) 1,983



FEDERAL ADVOCACY

2025 Action Agenda
STRENGTHENING LOCAL ECONOMIES THROUGH 
FEDERAL PARTNERSHIP

America’s prosperity depends on thriving local economies. By streamlining federal programs 

and empowering local governments, we can ensure a strong national economy. Local leaders 

are best positioned to understand the needs of their communities and should be key partners 

in shaping federal policies that meet local needs, while maximizing federal resources. 

CORE PRINCIPLES
 Strengthen Local-Federal Partnerships – Ensure federal decisions reflect local priorities 

by fostering robust collaboration and empowering local governments.

 Avoid Unfunded Mandates – Federal rules and regulations must be practical, 

cost-effective, and free of undue burdens on local governments.

 Safeguard Local Authority – Oppose over-regulation by the federal government and 

protect the ability of local leaders to make decisions that reflect their communities’ 

different needs.

FEDERAL PRIORITIES TO 
STRENGTHEN AMERICA’S COMMUNITIES
STREAMLINE FEDERAL PROGRAMS FOR 
ALL COMMUNITIES

 Simplify grant applications and compliance processes to improve access for all 

communities, particularly those that are small and rural.

INCREASE THE NATION’S HOUSING SUPPLY

 Expand funding for successful affordable housing programs such as CDBG, HOME and 

Housing Choice Vouchers.

 Support local efforts to develop housing through technical assistance, federal grants, and 

increased flexibility within federal housing programs to enhance public-private 

partnerships.



PROMOTE PUBLIC SAFETY

 Fund recruitment and retention of a comprehensive public safety workforce.

 Enhance mental health crisis response and violence prevention programs.

 Strengthen tools to combat substance trafficking and improve disaster response 

and recovery resources.

SOLIDIFY INFRASTRUCTURE INVESTMENT

 Maintain and reauthorize essential federal infrastructure funding to address local needs and 

expedite environmental reviews for infrastructure projects.

 Protect tax-exempt municipal bonds and provide direct funding to local governments.

CLOSE THE DIGITAL DIVIDE

 Preserve local control over broadband infrastructure and ensure affordable, high-speed 

internet for all communities.

 Expand cybersecurity grants to safeguard against rising cyber threats. 

BUILD COMMUNITY RESILIENCE

 Provide additional support for pre-disaster mitigation to reduce taxpayer costs and protect 

public safety.

 Invest in clean energy initiatives to bolster energy independence and economic growth.

 Preserve existing funding, financing, tax credits and programs that support local governments.

REDUCE LEGAL AND FINANCIAL BURDENS ON
LOCAL GOVERNMENTS

 Provide liability protections for local governments managing PFAS contamination and reduce 

or eliminate other unfunded federal mandates.

The National League of Cities (NLC) is committed to fostering a strong local- federal partnership 

to drive economic growth, enhance public safety and ensure efficient governance by advocating 

on behalf of local government interests with all branches of the federal government – executive, 

legislative and judicial. Together, we can position America’s communities for a secure and 

prosperous future.



WHO IS NLC  
The National League of Cities is a nonpartisan 

membership association serving as the voice of 

America’s 19,000 cities, towns and villages. NLC 

works with Congress and the Administration to 

ensure partnership with local governments and to 

emphasize the importance of local voices in federal 

policy. NLC is the resource that local leaders have 

turned to for more than a century to strengthen 

their own communities and more e�ectively serve 

their residents.    

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES FROM NLC  

CONNECT WITH NLC
advocacy@nlc.org

www.nlc.org/advocacy 

660 North Capitol Street NW
Washington, DC 20001

www.nlc.org


